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November2, 2011

HonorableErnestMartin, Chair
City Council
City andCountyofHonolulu
KapoleiHale
1000UluohiaStreet,ConferenceRoomsA, B, andC
Kapolei,Hawaii 96707

CouncilChairMartin,

Subject: ResolutionNo. 11-328thatproposesto initiate anamendmentto theRevised
CharteroftheCity andCountyofHonolulu 1973, relatingto thePublic Transit
Authority

My nameis ShanePeters,immediatepastPresidentoftheHawaiiDevelopers’Council (HDC).
Werepresentover200membersandassociatesin development-relatedindustries. Themission
ofHawaii Developers’Council (HDC) is to educatedevelopersand thepublic regardingland,
constructionanddevelopmentissuesthroughpublic forums,seminarsandpublications.

It is also thegoalofHDC to promotehigh ethicsandcommunityresponsibilityin realestate
developmentandrelatedtradesandprofessions.

Westron~IyopposeResolutionNo. 11-328,thatwould effectivelyhavetheprojectplacedon
the2012ballot. The Resolutionproposesto havethe following questionplacedon theballot:

“Shall theRevisedCity Charterbe amendedto prohibit theHonolulu Authority for Rapid
Transportationfrom developing,operating,maintaining,andexpandingafixed guidewaysystem
that includes“steelwheelon steelrail” technology?”

The reasonfor thequestionbeingplacedon theballot appearsto be basedon thedifferencein
costbetweentheAirport RouteandtheSalt LakeRoute,a differenceof$200 Million according
to theresolution. Theresolutionconcludesthatbasedon this “significant” increasein the
estimatedcostoftheproject(total costestimatedat $5.5 Billion), thevotersshouldbe givenan
opportunityto considera quieterandlessexpensivesystem.

In Novemberof2008,thevotersofCity andCountyofHonoluluapprovedthesteelwheelon
steelrail transit system. Thevoterssubsequentlyapprovedthecreationofapublic transit
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• .Honolulu City Council

KapoleiHale
Wednesday,November2, 2011

To: ChairErnestY. Martin and Councilmembers
From: SenatorMaile S. L. Shimabukuro
Re: Resolution11-203CD1, FD1: in opposition

I thankthe Council for theopportunityto testify on a resolutionthat addressesflood prevention
andremediationon theLeewardCoast. As Senatorfrom the district that wouldbe impactedby
this resolution,I offeredsupportivetestimony,with a friendly amendment,to yourCommitteeon
Safety,EconomicDevelopment& GovernmentAffairs at its October11 meeting. I thank the
Committee for adopting the suggestedamendmentand I commend Councilman Berg’s
commitmentto workingwith thecommunityon this issue. While I acknowledgetheresolution’s
good intentions,I havedecidedto opposeit becauseofcertainunintendedconsequences.

My initial endorsementof Resolution 11-203 was basedon my perception that it would
formalizecommunityrecommendationsemergingfrom aSeptember29 town hail meetingon the
Wai’anaeCoast. This communityinput hasresultedin ongoingeffortsby city, stateand federal
legislatorsand agenciesto implementthe recommendations.If I thoughtthe resolution in its
presentform would expeditethis work, I would continueto supportit.

However,I believethetwo BE IT FURTHERRESOLVEDclausesatthe bottomofpageone—

with strict reportingand notice requirements—wouldhinder the working group’s progressand
makeourjob evenmoredifficult. hi dealingwith emergencysituationssuchasflooding, time is
of the essence.To implementall of the requirementsof this resolutionwould meaninvesting
time and resourceswe don’t have. We lack adequatestaff and funding to preparenoticessix
daysin advance,postagendas,recordminutes—thenwrite amajorreportwithin 90 days!

By wayofamendment,I suggestthatthetwo clausescitedabovebe removedfrom theresolution
and not replacedby languagethat would placesimilar burdensomerequirementson the task
force. If this is not possible,I recommendthat you hold the resolutionand let thosewho are
alreadyworking towarda solutionto theflooding problemcontinuetheirwork unencumbered.

Mahalofor patienceandunderstandingaswe continueto work togetherfor our constituents!

Office of State Senator MaileS.L. Shimabukuro
Hawaii Senate District 21 - Wai’anae Coast

Ko Olina + Kahe Point + Nanakuli + Ma’ili + Wai’anae + Makaha + Makua + Ka’ena Point
(808) 586-7793 + (808) 586-7797 FAX + senshimabukuro@capitol.hawaii.gov + 2lmaile.com
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